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These “Load Line Policy Notes” (LLPN) consolidate into a single document current USCG load
line policies that have evolved since the previous (1990) revision of Chapter 6.F, “Load Lines,”
of the Marine Safety Manual. The Notes also include expanded discussions and clarifications for
both domestic U.S. and international ICLL load line regimes.

The LLPN will form the basis of the next revision to MSM Chapter 6.F. In the meantime, any
questions or comments concerning these Notes should be directed to the U.S. Coast Guard Naval
Architecture Division (G-PSE-2) at (202) 267-2988.

LLPN Section 1: Overview of Load Line Assignment
l.a: Purpose
1.b:  Applicability
1.c: Freeboard assignment
1.d: Conditions of assignment
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Figure 1-1: Table of Required Load Lines for U.S. Vessels
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Figure 2-1: Table of Load Line NVICs

LLPN Section 3: Definitions and Explanations

LLPN Section 4: Load Line Conventions, Statutes, and Regulations
4.a: IMO International Convention on Load Lines (ICLL), 1966
4.b: IMO Protocol of 1988 relating to ICLL, 1966
4.c: 46 USC Chapter 21, "General Definitions"
4.d: 46 USC Chapter 51, "Load Lines"
4.e: 46 CFR Part 7, "Boundary Lines"
4.f. 46 CFR Parts 41-47, "Load Lines"
4.g: MSM Vol. IV, Chapter 6.F, “Load Lines”
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5.a: USCG Responsibilities
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5.c: Assigning Authority Duties
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